
RELATIVE CLAUSES

A Review of Relative Clauses : Choose the correct Relative Pronoun
for the subordinate/relative clause in the sentences below. 

1.  That's  the  actor  who/what  appeared  in  the  Sherlock
Holmes movie.

2.  A  helmet  is  a  kind  of  hat  which/where protects  our
head.

3. A knife is a utensil that/which we use to cut food.

4. This is the fairytale when/which always cheers me up.

5.  A  mall  is  a  huge  building  where/which  you  can  buy
everything.

6. London is a place whom/where I want to live.

7.  The  soldier,  whose/who was  about  to  retire,
began writing her memoirs.

8. Grandma remembers a time  when/where  radio
shows were popular.

9. I like the dog who/that does tricks.

10.  This  painting,
which/that I adore, is worth over a million dollars.

Watch  the  video entitled  "What  Comes  After  An  Inconvenient  Truth" with
speaker, Nobel Laureate and former Vice President
of the United States,  Al Gore. At TED2009, Al Gore
presents updated slides from around the globe to
make  the  case  that  worrying  climate  trends  are
even worse than scientists predicted, and to make
clear his stance on "clean coal."(image c/o TED.com)
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Relative Clauses

VOCABULARY : Match the words with their definitions on the right -

dependence upsetting the ecological balance by depleting
natural resources.

global warming reduction  in  the  number  or  quantity  of
something.

oxymoron the increase in the overall temperature of the
earth's  atmosphere  generally  caused  by  the
accumulation of gases such as carbon dioxide
and methane,

unsustainable a figure of speech that has a combination of
two words that have opposite meanings.

state-of-the-art the  quality  or  state  of  being  reliant  or
sustained by something.

depletion the most recent stage in the development of a
product  that  uses  the  newest  technology,
techniques, ideas, and features.

    Visit www.esl-lessonplans.com for more interesting lesson plans!
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Relative Clauses

Group  Discussion:  Form  into  Small  Groups  then  Answer  and  Discuss  the
following Questions -

1. Why  do  you  think  that  having
knowledge and awareness about the
dangers  of  climate  change  is  an
“Inconvenient Truth”?

2. Do  you  think  that  Al  Gore  is  a
convincing speaker? Why do you say
so?

3. What  do  you  think  Al  Gore  means  when  he  quoted  the  African  proverb  that  says  :
"If you want to go quickly, go alone. If you
want to go far, go together." and the adding
the phrase "We need to go far, quickly."?

4. Can  you  think  of  some  ways  we  as  individuals  can  reduce  the  harmful  effects  of
climate change?

5. Explain  what  another  famous  activist  Greta  Thunberg  means  when  she  says  that
“Once we start to act, hope is everywhere.” 

6. Would  you  consider  yourself  an  optimist  or  a
pessimist  when  it  comes  to  hoping  for  a  possible
better  future  that  can  fight  the  effects  of  Global
Warming or Climate change? Why do you say so?

Reduced Relative Pronouns Exercise

    Visit www.esl-lessonplans.com for more interesting lesson plans!
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Relative Clauses

Pair work : Get a partner and take turns to determine if the  sentences below
can still make sense without using the underlined relative pronoun. Give
yourself or your partner a point for every correct answer. The one with
the higher score wins.

1. What's  the  name  of  the  girl  who you  were
speaking to in the gym today?  Yes/No

2. Nelia, who I saw in town yesterday, is a friend of
my sister. Yes/No

3. Thank you very much for the gift  that you sent
me. Yes/No

4. She was dancing with a boy who had blue hair. Yes/No

5. Romeo and Juliet were lovers whose families hated each other. Yes/No

6. I couldn’t find any mistakes in the report which I wrote yesterday. Yes/No

7. The chair that I was sitting on suddenly collapsed. Yes/No

8. The new math teacher, who comes from New Zealand, is very good at tennis.
Yes/No

9. You have no mistakes at all in your writing,
which is very pleasing. Yes/No 

10.  The  bus  that  I  take  to  school  every  day  is
always full. Yes/No

    Visit www.esl-lessonplans.com for more interesting lesson plans!
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