
MONARCHY

1) Warm up. Answer the following questions:

a) What comes to mind when you hear the word 'monarchy'?
b) What do you think of the idea of monarchy? What alternative to the monarchy

would you think is a good idea? 
c) What monarchies do you know of around the world? 
d) In your opinion, how are monarchies good or bad for a country?
e) Did you know that as of 2022, there are 43 sovereign states in the world with a

monarch as head of state? Why do you think so many countries still  maintain
their monarchies?

2) The perks of being a monarch: Did you know that King Charles has forbidden
foie at royal residences? 

What would you do if you were  a monarch in regards to the following aspects? 

a) Work: 40 hours a week, unemployment benefit 
b) Social: Immigration, prison sentences
c) Family: Support package, maternity leave
d) Education: obligatory until when?
e) Politics: politicians salary

3) Let’s play taboo. Discuss with your teacher. Whoever says the word yes or no
loses. Hard level: you can’t say “and” or “but”

a) Squatting should be legalized
b) Public health system is better than private
c) 4 day work week is a good idea
d) Harsher sentences reduce crime

Ideas to replace “yes” Ideas to replace “no”

Totally
That’s right!
Absolutely!
Exactly!
For sure
You're right. That's a good point.
I agree.

Absolutely not!
That’s not right!
I’m not sure about that.
I see your point, but ...
That’s partly true, but ...
I'm not so sure about that.
I disagree.
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4) Watch the following video: 

https://esl-lessonplans.com/c1-lesson-plan/a-lesson-plan-on-monarchy/

 from 4:40 to 8:30 and match the sentences with their meanings

1. That question seemed to stump him a) work of keeping a place in good 
condition

2. It was gradually stripped away
b) used to describe combinations of
investments that include too much 
of a particular type of share, bond, 
etc. (finance)

3. That comes at a price c) to gradually reduce something 
important or something that has 
existed for a long time

4. pay for upkeep d) have a downside or disadvantage

5. The cost is vastly overweight by 
what they bring

           e) be too hard for

 

5) Charles II of Spain was “So Ugly” That He Scared His Own Wife. Read the text to
learn why and fill the gaps:

Charles II's family was so (1) ____ on keeping the royal bloodline that they put their 
children at risk just to make sure outsiders stayed outsiders.

King Charles (Carlos) II of Spain was the last Habsburg ruler of Spain — and thankfully 
so. He was tragically ugly through no fault of his own, but (2) ____ to the desire of 
his family to maintain their bloodline.

The king was unable to chew his food. Charles II’s tongue was so huge he could barely 
speak. He was not allowed to walk until he was almost (3) ____ grown and his family 
didn’t bother to educate him. The king was illiterate and totally dependent on those 
around him.
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His first wife, Marie Louise of Orleans (Charles II’s second niece), came from an (4) 
____ marriage. The French ambassador wrote to the Spanish court in 1679 that Marie 
wanted absolutely nothing to do with Charles, saying that “The Catholic King is so ugly 
as to cause fear and he looks ill.”

The irony of the situation is that the Habsburgs felt as if their (5) ____ would only 
survive if they married only people who were of royal blood. This very same thought 
led to at least two centuries of inbreeding that finally failed to produce an (6) ____ to 
the throne.

Words: Due, arranged, heir, fully, line, set, 

Source: https://allthatsinteresting.com/charles-ii-of-spain

6) Wrap-Up

1. What did you learn today?

2. What do you remember from today's lesson? 

     3. How do you feel about the lesson (was it hard or easy)?

     4. What do you think about the topic?

     6. Do you have any suggestions/comments/wishes before we end?
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